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INFORMED ABOUT THE GLOUCESTER PROJECT

The purpose of The Gloucester Project Newsletter is to keep members and friends up-to-date with what
your committee is doing, and to enable you to become more closely engaged with TGP's initiatives.

Position Statement Issued
by TGP management com-
mittee, 20-1-09 .

The recent purchase of properties
by coal mining company
Gloucester Resources and the
Information Meeting called by
Gloucester Shire Council has
generated a new level of aware-
ness in local residents, Many
members will know that we have
been warning Gloucester com-
munity members of this threat
for two or three years. In one
way it is frustrating that it has
taken so long for people to be-
come concerned. On the other
hand it is heartening that there is
a surge of activity.

A new organisation has been set
up, Gloucester Residents in Part-
nership [GRIP].

The information provided by
GRIP states "GRIP is made up of
ordinary, concerned citizens who
support the position taken by
Council in relation to the pro-
posed removal of Gloucester Re-
sources Exploration li-
cences. GRIP seeks to be inclu-
sive of the wider community and
will work closely with community
groups to achieve their desired
outcome. It is important to note
that GRIP is not necessarily
"anti-mining" or "anti-gas". It
understands that mining has a
role to play in the Gloucester
community. "

"GRIP opposes the activities of
Gloucester Resources due to
their location and proximity to
the town. It firmly believes that
some areas in our shire MUST
be protected from mining, irre-
spective of the resource lying
under the ground."”

Some concerns have been ex-
pressed that there are already
other organisations opposing
mining. We would like to briefly
summarise how we see the posi-
tion of the organisations, and to
suggest that it is quite reasonable
for concerned citizens to support
any or all of the organisations
because they all have the same
essential goal.

The Barrington Gloucester
Stroud Preservation Alliance
was formed to bring together a
number of independent groups
which opposed various forms of
mining because of the damage to
the land, waterways, etc. The Al-
liance emphasised the idea of
"preservation" of our area. It
joined together to support the
affiliated independent groups in
their particular battles for the
Barrington Tops and against the
coal mining in the Stratford area.
Members of the Alliance drew
attention to the multiple threats,
including the threat of Gloucester
Resources being so close to the
town, by addressing a number of
community organisations and by
approaching all State and Federal

politicians and downstream
Councils.  The idea of The
Gloucester Project was born dur-
ing this period.
The Gloucester Project added a
new dimension to the situation.
We said that protesting was es-
sential and legitimate, but we
also needed to have a view of
what we wanted to preserve and
why this area was needed by the
nation. To change the decisions
of the powerful mining industry
and the governments which were
prepared to sacrifice communi-
ties, we had to become part of a
more powerful movement and to
be needed by the nation. Climate
change adjustment and adjusting
to the associated crises in water
supply, food, fuel etc provided
that powerful movement and
Gloucester region has more go-
ing for it in these areas than al-
most any other community. The
threat to food producing land by
mining is a paramount issue be-
cause the coal is underneath food
producing land and the two ac-
tivities cannot co-exist.
So The Gloucester Project, with
its Food Bowl Initiative, not only
serves the climate change etc is-
sues, it also provides a powerful
reason for avoiding the destruc-
tion of farming land. The more
we develop the production of
food, the stronger will be our ar-
gument for preserving the land.
(.....cont p2)
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Mayor Julie Lyford has pro-
moted the Food Bowl Initiative
at both State and Federal levels,
and Council has indicated in
principle support for The
Gloucester Project.

GRIP, as with the other inde-
pendent organisations (e.g. those
which have joined the Alliance),
has declared its interest in a par-
ticular aspect of mining, the pro-
posals of Gloucester Resources.
Their main concern is for the
area adjacent to our town. In our
view, this is perfectly reasonable,
and in fact is essential because if
the mining goes ahead, (see map)
the town of Gloucester and its
character will be changed drasti-
cally. Adjacent land suitable for
food production will be de-
stroyed and our two main rivers
will be jeopardised.

It is heartening that all three or-
ganisations emphasise the value
of working with other groups.
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The Gas Issue.

Whereas The Alliance has main-
tained its opposition to gas ex-
traction, The Gloucester Project
has been involved in negotiation
with Lucas Energy (and now
AGL) to see whether our policies
for food production, water qual-
ity maintenance etc can be re-
spected by the gas company.
Prior to the recent sale, we had
negotiated water quality purifica-
tion provisions, and food produc-
tion support. We have been as-
sured that the new owners, AGL,
value the involvement with TGP
and will continue to support our
goals. Formal discussions will
take place next month.

It is a fact that AGL and the coal
miner (Gloucester Resources)
have exploration licences over
the same areas. It is not clear
whether both companies can op-
erate on the same land. From our
point of view, gas extraction only

occupies small plots of land and
doesn't displace farms or small
holdings. If our negotiations are
successful, we would see many
of the well heads supporting hor-
ticultural plots, thus increasing
the potential for food production.
The gas alternative also offers
the advantage of getting access
to the energy in the coal without
having to destroy the land in the
process. Given that it is likely
that the State Government will
not agree to abandoning the en-
ergy source under our area, the
gas option is by far the lesser of
the impacts and may represent a
compromise position if anti-
mining pressure is effective.

So while we are not advocates
for the gas industry, we see that,
should the Gloucester Methane
Project go ahead, there could be
opportunities for co-operation
with AGL which would support
the Gloucester Food Bowl Initia-
tive.

BOUNDARIES BASED ON EXPLORATION LICENCE
APPLICATION N©.256] -GLOUCESTER RESOURCES

DEPARTMENT OF FRIMARY INDUSTRIES
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This article is reproduced in full
from the January 2009 issue of
Growers News 09 with kind per-
mission of Marianne Johnson.

A bit of a setback but hopefully,
if we all stay calm, it will be
sorted out. Hillview proprietors
Karen and Michael O’Brien have
always felt that the proposed
growers markets would be just
an extension of their current op-
eration. The Gloucester Project
has seen their three stage market-
ing strategy as ideal to encourage
new growers because it allows
growers of small quantities to
feed their produce into local mar-
kets, nearby towns and the New-
castle Regional Fruit and Vegeta-
ble markets. It can also handle
commercial quantity production,
so it is an ideal setup for local
producers.

The other major advantage of the
Hillview location is that it is an
established business which can
support the growers market in a
number of ways. Most growers’
markets are supported financially
by their Council. The Hastings
Council supports markets each
month in three separate loca-
tions. It pays for a co-ordinator,
pays for signage and photocopy-
ing etc. Gloucester Council’s
budget is fully committed and we
are told that there is no provision
for financial support for a mar-
ket.

Our proposal for the market to
operate under the Hillview um-
brella makes it a self-funding
operation. All our plans have
been based on Hillview being
able to support the markets and
the management of the on-selling
of produce.

When Karen approached Council
administration about a couple of

matters to do with fencing their
pool and access to the proposed
market areas, she was advised
that the terms under which she
had been given Development
Approval for their business
would not allow a growers’ mar-
ket to operate there. This matter
is still being negotiated, so it is
important that all our supporters,
both growers and prospective
buyers, do nothing to complicate
matters at this stage.

Council administration may have
been a bit premature in their re-
sponse. There has been no op-
portunity to present the wider
picture to them. Obviously they
cannot bend the rules but Hill-
view’s current Development Ap-
proval seems to allow much of
what is needed.

Council administrators have
stated that they are interested in
allowing a growers’ market, and
have suggested two other sites,
the park and the showground. If
they had waited until all the in-
formation was presented, then
they would have found that these
are not very satisfactory places
for what is needed. By attaching
the market to Hillview we meet
the needs for:

* management by an organisation
with an established marketing
system

 Hillview’s approved kitchen,
facilities for refreshments and
sale of stock which they sell to
tourists gives them the opportu-
nity to earn something to subsi-
dise the costs associated with
running the market, organising
on-selling, storing materials,
cold-storing produce, organising
transport etc.

It becomes a bit peculiar when
rules allow a local business to
sell to tourists but not to local

people, and a business is not al-
lowed to expand along such
similar lines to their original ap-
proval.

It is necessary for the rulemakers
to do everything they can to as-
sist our community to cope with
climate changes, food costs and
the economic impact of the
global and local economic crisis.
Nothing could be more important
than putting food on the tables of
the citizens the rulemakers repre-
sent.

So we need to talk to council ad-
ministration to see if there is a
way we can proceed within the
rules and regulations that they
are obliged to apply. We also
need to talk to our elected repre-
sentatives, the councillors, to en-
courage them to find ways to get
our market system operating.

We are looking at the alternative
sites to see whether we can adapt
their use to the needs of our mar-
keting system. As soon as we
have a feasible proposal, we will
call everyone together to make
decisions.

In the meantime, keep planting
and growing. You will be de-
lighted with the results and
there is certain to be an outlet
for the produce left after you
have enjoyed your own vegies
and fruit.

This publication has some refer-
ences to material available on
internet websites. If you do not
have an internet connection and
require a copy of this material,
please contact Gerald McCalden
to discuss this.  Phone: 6558
8273, or write to him at PO Box
224 Gloucester.



The first general meeting of TGP
held at Billabong Park on 9 No-
vember 2008 was well attended.
A number of apologies were re-
ceived due to prior commit-
ments. After a casual lunch, Ken
Johnson gave an interesting up-
date on the status of TGP pro-
jects. Members participated ac-
tively in the discussion that fol-
lowed. It was also a good oppor-
tunity for members to renew old
acquaintances and to meet other
members and friends of TGP.

The idea of establishing an ex-
perimental farm network was
discussed at a Committee meet-
ing as our negotiations with Lu-
cas Energy progressed in the de-
sired direction and the potential
of using some part of Lucas’
property increased significantly.
However Lucas Energy is no
longer a potential partner but the
Experimental Farm Network
(EFN) remains an important pro-
ject for TGP and is one of the
initiatives of the R&D program
nominated under “Land use and
Landscape mapping”.

The EFN is set up to assist farm-
ers (i.e. anyone producing a crop
in excess of personal consump-
tion) in investigating crops and
farm produce diversification op-

ABOVE: TGP PRESIDENT KEN JOHNSON ADDRESSING MEMBERS & FRIENDS.

portunities. It also aims to assist

in improving production methods

in order to make their business

more sustainable and profitable

from an economic and ecological

perspective.

These methods include:

e production techniques or man-
agement procedures

e changing what is produced

e identifying new markets or
applying new business or
management structures.

The EFN, once fully established,

would carry out a range of activi-

ties including:

o enterprise diversification and
sustainable practices

e EFN members meetings and
planning

e demonstrations and training .

workshops.
Besides the potential site men-
tioned above, a number of poten-
tial members have been identi-
fied and some are well advanced
in their planning. It is antici-
pated that one of the first crops
coming out of the EFN project
would be trees as we have identi-
fied a need and a potential client.

The Experimental Farm Network

is a key project and its outcomes

are likely to include:

e cconomic aspects
growth)

e environmental improvements
(Catchment CAP contribu-
tion), and

e social benefits (education and

well-being).

.... Pierre Louys

(regional

TGP has now secured public
liability insurance. This includes
product liability cover to $10M,
as required by the Catchment
Management Authority.

A separate policy provides
accident and other benefits for
volunteer workers.

Membership is growing as more
people become aware of the aims
of TGP and the benefits it will
deliver to the community of
Gloucester. Pass the word along
to your friends who support our
objects. Membership Forms can
be downloaded from our website,
or phone Gerald McCalden.

The Constitution Review is pro-
gressing. On its completion, a
report will be considered by the
Management Committee.

It is expected that recommenda-
tions for amendments will then
be put to a General Meeting .



A Feasibility Study concerning
the establishment of a small ani-
mal abattoir was prepared by
Lawler Partners of Newcastle in
July 2005. The Study stated that
‘The proposed operation has a
good local fit’ but ‘the capacity
of the proposed abattoir was lim-
ited by Council regulations to all
forms of poultry and rabbits.” Tt
also stated that a Kempsey busi-
ness is ‘a significant grower and
processor of rabbits’ with
‘pickup of live rabbits arranged
from the Gloucester area.’
The suggested cost of building
the abattoir then was $135,000.
The study conclusion was that
‘unless the building cost is sig-
nificantly reduced, the proposal
was not viable at that time’.
I was only able to give a cursory
overview of this document but
my belief is that the $135,000
was extremely conservative and
a qualified guess would be more
like $500,000 to complete the
building and appropriate support
equipment. Without confirmed
financial backing to complete an
abattoir complex and livestock
suppliers sufficient to guarantee
a high percentage of processing
volume in a reasonably short
time, say six months, this pro-
posal would not be economically
viable.

.... Norm Sage

Despite a good reception by local
school principals, the Solar
Schools initiative has been
stalled. This is due to the De-
partment's requirement that all
contracts be placed with their
approved suppliers, and that
works be carried out only with
the consent of the Assets Man-
agement Branch. However, we
are maintaining contact with The
Bucketts Way Community of
Schools, and have offered assis-
tance should an occasion arise.

NEVER EVER GIVE UP
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TGP received a $2000 grant last
year through Landcare as part of
a larger regional grant. TGP is
liaising with the Visitors Infor-
mation Centre concerning the
appropriate application of this
grant. We have received a sec-
ond grant, again of $2,000, from
the Hunter-Central Rivers Catch-
ment Management Authority
(CMA). This is to assist us in
networking with other commu-
nity groups, and in general pro-
motion of the objectives of TGP.
An application to the FRRR
(Foundation for Rural & Re-
gional Renewal) for an equip-
ment grant was unsuccessful, as
also was an application under the
Federal Government’s Volunteer
Grants Program. Suggestions of
possible funding sources are wel-
come - contact Pierre or Gerald.

Ken and Marnie Johnson hosted
a very well-attended Organic
Growing Workshop on 15 No-
vember 2008. One of the aims
was to encourage Gloucester
residents to grow vegetables and
then hopefully sell their excess at
the proposed Farmers Markets.
During a tour of the garden, the
large group discussed developing
a food-producing garden, keep-
ing chooks and worms, building

raised garden beds, setting up a
propagation area and there was a
hands-on demonstration of start-
ing a no-dig garden. After lunch,
the group was able to make up
some of Marnie’s special seed-
raising mix to take home to try
for themselves. This was an en-
joyable community event and
many thanks go to Ken and Mar-
nie for making it possible.

....Terry Hardwick

International Energy Agency
World, Energy Outlook 2008: The
world’s energy system is at a cross-
roads. Current global trends in en-
ergy supply and consumption are
patently unsustainable — environ-
mentally, economically, socially.
But that can — and must — be al-
tered; there’s still time to change the
road we’re on. It is not an exaggera-
tion to claim that the future of hu-
man prosperity depends on how

successfully we tackle the two cen-
tral energy challenges facing us to-
day: securing the supply of reliable
and affordable energy; and effecting
a rapid transformation to a low-
carbon efficient and environmen-
tally benign system of energy sup-
ply. What is needed is nothing short
of an energy revolution., November
12, 2008

Al Gore, July 17, 2008: "Today 1
challenge our nation to commit to

producing 100 percent of our elec-
tricity from renewable energy and
truly clean carbon-free sources
within 10 years."..

Barack Obama, July 2008: "l
strongly agree with Vice President
Gore that we cannot drill our way to
energy independence, but must fast-
track investments in renewable
sources of energy like solar power,
wind power and advanced biofuels."
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Caring for our Country, a vast pro-
gram to protect our natural and farm-
ing assets By Pierre Louys — The
Gloucester Project. (Reprinted from
“The Country Leader”.)

With the new Rudd Government
comes a new way of looking at Aus-
tralia’s natural resources and at the
past and future contribution of farm-
ers and community groups towards
sustainability. Two key ministers —
Peter Garrett and Tony Burke —
have been given the responsibility
to invest $2.25 billion over the first
five years under the “Caring for our
Country” program.

The recent publication of a business
plan ensures that these funds are
invested in a strategic manner
across the highest priorities, and that
the Government’s “Caring for our
Country” program delivers specific
outcomes.

The Federal Government acknowl-
edges that past efforts of regional
bodies (ie CMAs) and communities
(Landcare) in natural resources
management have led to improve-
ments in the care and management
of our land. However it clearly be-
lieves that better targeting to focus
future efforts and tighter account-
ability will make an even greater
difference.

The new program combines all the
Australian Government’s previous
natural resource management pro-

grams, including the Natural Heri-
tage Trust, the National Landcare
Program, the Environmental Stew-
ardship Program and the Working
on Country Indigenous land and sea
ranger program.

The vast program aims at support-
ing the tireless work of volunteers,
farmers, Indigenous communities
and natural resource management
professionals. It seeks the active
participation of individuals and
groups who are committed to pro-
tecting Australia’s natural icons and
ensuring a sustainable future for our
food and fibre production.

All levels of the social fabric must
work together to manage our natural
assets effectively, because now, any
mistakes we make will be amplified
by climate change. The Ministers’
Foreword in the published business
plan says: “Rapid and far-reaching
changes in our environment like
species loss, the expansion of pests
and weeds, and dramatically altered
rainfall patterns must be answered
with integrated landscape scale so-
lutions.”

Regional integration is a key to the
successful implementation of com-
plex national initiatives such as
“Caring for our Country”. By work-
ing together, regional natural re-
source management organisations,
non-government and Indigenous
organisations, farmer and commu-

nity groups, governments and busi-
nesses will deliver action to secure
both our farming resource base and
our unique environment into the
future.

The Ministers’ business plan lists a
number of National Priority Areas:

e National reserve system

e Biodiversity and natural icons

e (Coastal environments and criti-
cal aquatic habitats

e Sustainable farm practices

e Community skills, knowledge
and engagement

e Natural resource management in
northern and remote Australia.

The Australian Government invites
interested parties to submit invest-
ment proposals for projects that will
contribute to the achievement of
Caring for our Country targets.
Large and medium-scale projects
are a priority for the delivery of
Caring for our Country.

Community groups’ projects (small
projects) are also supported under
Caring for our Country. Preference
will be given to projects requiring
funding of between $20,000 and
$100,000 that contribute directly to
the achievement of the Caring for
our Country targets.

The Australian Government is seek-
ing expressions of interest (for
large) and submissions for medium
and small projects by 6 March 2009.
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